


Beginnings

Madison County was created on March 21, 1806
through an act of the 29" session of the New York
State Legislature.

Chapter LXX defines the southern boundary of the

new county taken from Chenango County.
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Brookfield, to the east line of the town of Sherburne;
thence north to the south-east corner of the town of
Hamilton, to the east line of the town of DeRuyter, to
the west on the division line between the sixth and
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Beginnings

In 1806 Madison County consisted of five towns
Brookfield (originally formed 3/5/1795)
Cazenovia (originally formed 3/5/1795)

Hamilton (originally formed 3/5/1795)
DeRuyter (originally formed 3/5/1798)
Sullivan (originally formed 2/22/1803)

(Onondaga County was formed in 1794 and Oneida
County in 1798.)



Map of Madison County Showing Towns
As They Appeared in 1806
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Beginnings
Reshaping the County

Over the next 90 years the county would be reshaped as
follows:

Nelson -- March 13, 1807 set off fror@azenovia
Smithfield -- March 13, 1807 set off fror@azenovia
Lebanon-- February 6, 1807 set off frontHamilton
Madison -- February 7, 1807 set off fronHamilton
Eaton -- February 8, 1807 set off frontHamilton
Lenox -- March 3, 1809 set off fronSullivan
Georgetown-- April 7, 1815 set off fronDeRuyter
Fenner-- April 22, 1823 set off fronEmithfield
Stockbridge -- May 20, 1836 set off fronsmithfield
Lincoln -- April 21, 1896 set off fronL.enox
Oneida -- April 21, 1896 set off from Lenox



Madison County Today
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Beginnings
Reshaping the County

In 1836 when the town of Stockbridge was formed,
Madison County gained land from Oneida County
(part of the Town of Augusta).

Madison County has never lost land to another county.



Beginnings

Brookfield is the only town whose borders have
remained unchanged since the formation of Madison
County. It has not been subdivided into other towns.

No part of Oneida Lake lies inside the borders of
Madison County. The lake is divided evenly between
Oswego and Oneida counties.



The County Government

Initially the local government was appointed by the
governor 7 judges, justices, county clerk, inspectors,

commissioners, etc. _
Elections would come much later. £




The County Seat

The new county government was slow to act in
choosing a location for the county seat.

Eventually, in 1810, Cazenovia was selected.

It would be another three years before a courthouse
was built.

In the intervening years court proceedings were held
In schoolhouses, barns, etc.



['he County Seat
['he First Courthouse

The courthouse in Cazenovia was completed in 1813.
(Now part of Cazenovia College.)
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